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them by any equally efficient.1 A weakening of the social
sanctions of the parental and reproductive instincts by
developing intelligence has played a great part also in the
destruction of some of the most brilliant and powerful
societies of the past, notably those of ancient Greece and
Rome.2

Among peoples of the lower cultures the failure of
the social sanctions to maintain the predominance'. of
the reproductive and parental instincts over the egoistic
tendencies supported by intelligence, shows itself mainly
in the form of infanticide ; in the highly civilised nations
it takes the forms of pre-natal infanticide, of great irre-
gularity of the relations between the sexes, of failure of
respect for marriage, of aberrations of the reproductive
instinct (which so readily arise wherever the social
sanctions become weakened), and, lastly, of voluntary
celibacy and restriction of the family.3

Mr. Benjamin Kidd 4 has argued that the prime social
function of any system of supernatural or religious
sanctions is the regulation and the support of the parental
instinct against the effects of developing- intelligence.
This statement contains a large element of truth, though
it is perhaps an overstatement of the case. However
that may be, it is clear that one of the most momentous
problems facing the most highly civilised peoples of the
present time is whether they will be able to maintain their

*The well-meant efforts of missionaries may sometimes play a
considerable part in this process ; e.g., it has been observed that the
abolition of polygamy, in communities in which females are more
numerous than the males, has led to such gross irregularities in the
sexual relations as to diminish greatly the rate of reproduction.

8 See the frequent references to the prevalence of voluntary child-
lessness in Professor Bill's two volumes, Roman Society in the Last
Century of the Empire, and Roman Society from Nero to Marcus Aurelius,
also M. de Lapouge's Les Selections Sociales, in which the share of these
influences in the destruction of ancient Greece is discussed in some
detail. Dr. W. Schallmayer argues to similar effect of the decline of
both Greece and Rome (Vererbung u. Auslese im Lebenslaufd. Vpiker].

8 One of the most remarkable illustrations of the tendencies dis-
cussed in this paragraph was afforded by the flourishing among the
natives of the Sandwich Islands of an association, the members of
which bound themselves on frankly hedonistic grounds to avoid
parenthood.

4 Social Evolution.